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TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF 
THE  BEDFORDSHIRE  COUNTY  COUNCIL. 

Cicntlemcn^ 

1 he  subject  iiiattei  in  this  Rej>ort  for  the  year  1944  has  been 
restricted  as  much  as  is  consistent  with  the  preservation  of  the 
Council’s  Records  of  the  health  of  the  community  in  Bedfordshire. 

In  general,  the  satisfactory  standard  of  health  which  obtained 
in  the  years  1939-43  has  been  maintained  during  this  sixth  year 
of  war. 

The  Birth  Rate,  in  common  with  that  for  the  whole  Country, 
again  shows  an  increase  and  is  the  highest  recorded  in  Bedfordshire 
since  1920.  A marked  reduction  in  the  number  of  infantile  deaths 
in  the  Urban  Areas  of  the  County,  notwithstanding  some  increase 
in  the  Rural  Areas,  has  resulted  in  the  County  Rate  being  the  lowest 
ever  recorded. 

The  Death  Rate  for  Bedfordshire  remains  unaltered. 

4 he  Death  Rate  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  has  fallen 
during  the  past  year,  during  which  period  there  has  been  a small 
increase  in  the  number  of  cases  notified. 

One  case  of  Smallpox  in  a virulent  form,  which  proved  fatal, 
occurred  during  the  year.  Energetic  measures  were  taken  to  prevent 
the  spread  of  the  disease  and  happily  there  were  no  further  cases 
in  the  County. 

Continued  progress  in  the  work  of  Immunisation  of  children 
against  Diphtheria  is  recorded  with  a satisfactory  decrease  in  the 
incidence  of  the  disease. 

I would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  placing  on  record  my 
appreciation  of  the  good  work  of  the  whole  of  the  Public  liealth 
staff,  who  have  continued  in  these  trying  times  to  give  of  their 
best.  It  will  be  appreciated  that  the  work  of  the  Department  is 
made  increasingly  difficult  by  the  loss  of  permanent  officers  to  the 
Services,  and  the  frequent  additions  made  by  various  Government 
Departments  to  the  responsibilities  of  the  County  Medical  Service. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient 'Servant, 

CUTHBERT  G.  WELCH, 

County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Shire  Hall,  Bedford. 

October,  1945. 
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BEDFORDSHIRE. 

The  area  of  the  geographical  and  administrative  County  is 
474  square  miles,  or  302,942  acres.  Its  greatest  length  from 
North  to  South  is  36J  miles  and  its  greatest  breadth  22^  miles  from 
East  to  West. 

The  County  contains  no  County  Boroughs  but  includes  the 
three  Non-County  Boroughs  of  Bedford,  Dunstable  and  Luton. 
There  are  in  addition,  five  Urban  Districts,  and  four  Rural 
Districts. 

At  the  1st  April,  1944,  the  rateable  value  was  1,799,854. 
The  estimated  produce  of  a penny  rate  for  1943-44  was  for 
general  County  purposes,  £7,035. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

POPULATION. 

The  restriction,  on  grounds  of  national  security,  previously 
imposed  on  the  publication  of  population  figures  in  the  Annual 
Report,  has  now  been  removed,  and  the  figures  for  1 944  are  therefore 
given  below. 

The  aggregate  resident  population  of  the  County,  as  estimated 
for  the  middle  of  1944,  by  the  Registrar  General,  was  as  follows: — 


Urban  Districts  Persons 

Ampthill  ...  ...  ...  2,690 

Bedford 52,670 

Biggleswade  ...  ...  ...  6,959 

Dunstable  ...  ...  ...  16,160 

Kempston  ...  ...  ...  7,818 

Leighton  Buzzard  ...  ...  7,788 

Luton  ...  ...  ...  ...  100,640 

Sandy  ...  ...  ...  ...  3,635 


Aggregate  of  Urban  Districts  198,360 

Rural  Districts 

Ampthill  • ...  ...  ...  20,220 

Bedford  ...  ...  ...  ...  25,560 

Biggleswade  ...  ...  ...  21 ,900 

Luton  ...  ...  ...  ...  17,590 


Aggregate  of  Rural  Districts  85,270 


The  County  ...  283,630 


The  population  of  the  County,  according  to  the  1931  Census, 
was  220,525. 
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BIRTHS. 


The  Birth-Rate  for  Bedfordshire  for  the  year  1944  was  20.9 
per  thousand,  the  highest  since  1920,  when  the  rate  was  22.4. 

In  1944,  5,930  live  births  were  registered  in  the  County. 
The  birth-rates  per  1,000  for  Bedfordshire  and  the  Urban  and 
Rural  Districts  thereof,  and  for  England  and  Wales  for  the  last 
five  years,  are  given  below; — 


Localities 

Birth  Rate 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

Urban  Districts 

14.7 

13.9 

16.8 

18.3 

21.2 

Rural  Districts 

13.5 

13.5 

15.8 

16.0 

18.9 

Whole  County 

14.3 

13.8 

16.5 

17.6 

20.9 

England  and  Wales  ... 

14.6 

14.2 

15.8 

16.5 

17.6 

The  birth-rate  for  England  and  Wales  also  shows  an  increase. 

Natural  increase  of  population  is  the  excess  of  births  over  deaths 
and  is  usually  expressed  per  thousand  of  the  population.  In 
Bedfordshire  the  natural  increase  was  9*8  per  thousand  in  1944; 
that  for  England  and  Wales  being  6.0  per  thousand. 


The  live  birth  statistics  for  the  County  districts  for  the  year 
1944  are  shown  in  the  following  tables. 


Total 

Legiti- 

Illegiti- 

Total 

Districts 

Births 

MATE 

MATE 

Birth  Rate 

Urban: — 
Ampthill 

63 

59 

4 

23.4 

Bedford 

1041 

947 

94 

19.8 

Biggleswade 

150 

141 

9 

21.5 

Dunstable  ... 

320 

301 

19 

19.8 

Kempston  ... 

203 

187 

16 

26.0 

Leighton  Buzzard  . . . 

168 

157 

11 

21.5 

Luton 

2282 

2115 

167 

22.7 

Sandy 

88 

81 

7 

24.2 

Aggregate  of  Urban 

Districts 

4315 

3988 

327 

21.2 

Rural: — 
Ampthill 

371 

353 

18 

18.3 

Bedford 

489 

445 

44 

19.1 

Biggleswade 

402 

376 

26 

18.3 

Luton 

353 

327 

26 

20.1 

Aggregate  of  Rural 

Districts 

1615 

1501 

114 

18.9 
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STILL  BIRTHS. 

The  Still-Birth  Rate  for  Bedfordshire,  that  is  to  say,  the  rate 
per  thousand  total  births  (live  and  still)  was  27.0  in  1944  as 
compared  with  29.3  in  1943. 

The  Still-Birth  Rate  per  thousand  of  the  population  was  0.62; 
that  for  England  and  Wales  being  0.50. 

Particulars  of  still  births  registered  in  the  County  during  the 
last  five  years,  are  set  out  in  the  following  table: — 


Total 

Legitimate 

[ Illegitimate 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

ri940 

35 

38 

34 

38 

1 

Urban 

1941 

57 

41 

55 

40 

2 

1 

Districts  < 

1942 

74 

47 

71 

44 

3 

3 

1943 

61 

40 

58  . 

38 

3 

2 

[l944 

62 

62 

54 

56 

8 

6 

ri940 

24 

21 

23 

20 

1 

1 

Rural 

1941 

21 

18 

20 

17 

1 

1 

Districts 

1942 

18 

23 

16 

22 

2 

1 

1943 

31 

19 

31 

18 

— 

1 

[1944 

23 

28 

21 

26 

2 

2 

ri940 

59 

59 

57 

58 

2 

1 

Whole 

1941 

78 

59 

75 

57 

3 

2 

County  -< 

1942 

92 

70 

87 

66 

5 1 

4 

1943 

92 

59 

89 

56 

3 ! 

3 

1 1944 

85 

90 

75 

82 

10 

1 

1 
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DEATHS. 

The  Death-Rate  for  Bedfordshire  for  the  year  1944  was 
11.1  per  thousand  ; that  for  England  and  Wales  being  11.6  per 
thousand.  It  will  be  observed  that  the  death-rate  for  Bedfordshire 
remained  the  same  as  in  1943  whilst  that  for  England  and  Wales 
as  a whole  showed  a slight  decrease.  The  total  number  of  deaths 
registered  in  the  County,  after  adjustment  for  outward  and  inward 
transfers,  during  1944  was  3,159,  compared  with  3,164  in  1943. 
The  Death-Rates  per  thousand  of  the  population  during  the  past 
five  years,  were  as  follows : — 


Localities 

Gener 

\L  Death 

R.\te 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

Urban  Districts 

12.3 

10.5 

10.6 

11.1 

10.9 

Rural  Districts 

13.1 

1 1.6 

10.3 

1 1.1 

1 1.5 

Whole  County 

12.5 

10.9 

10.5 

1 1.1 

11.1 

F.nglancl  and  Wales  ... 

14.3 

12.9 

11.6 

12.1 

11.6 
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The  recorded  crude  Death-Rates  for  the  Sanitary  Districts  in 
Bedfordshire  for  1944  are  given  below: — 


Urban 

Sanitary  Districts 

Death  Rate 

Ampthill  

12.3 

Bedford  

11.3 

Biggleswade 

11.2 

Dunstable  

11.4 

Kempston  

8.8 

Leighton  Buzzard  ... 

13.6 

Luton 

10.3 

Sandy 

18.1 

Rural 

Sanitary  Districts 

Death  Rate 

Ampthill  

10.6 

Bedford  

12.5 

Biggleswade 

11.2 

Luton  

11.6 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 

This  is  calculated  as  the  proportion  of  deaths  of  children  under 
one  year  of  age  to  every  1,000  live  births  and  forms  the  record 
known  as  the  rate  of  infantile  mortality.  The  death-rates  per 
thousand  of  the  live  births  for  1944  are  given  below: — 

Urban  Districts  ...  34.3  Whole  County  ...  35.2 

Rural  Districts  ...  37.8  England  and  Wales  46.0 


MATERNAL  MORTALITY. 

There  were  nine  deaths  during  the  year  associated  with 
child  birth,  giving  a maternal  death  rate  per  thousand  total  births 
(live  and  still)  of  1.49,  as  compared  with  1.93  for  England  and 
Wales  as  a whole. 
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Including  one  small  pox. 
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AusEs  OF  Death  in  the  Administrative  Areas  of  the  County  of  Bedford,  1944. 


Causes  of  Death 


’yphold  and  Paratyphoid  P’evers 
erebro-Spinal  Fever 
carlet  Fevxr 
V'hooping  Cough 
. >iphtheria 

> 'ubcrculosis  of  Resp.  System 
>'  )ther  forms  of  Tuberculosis 
i yphilitic  Diseases 
: nfluenza  ... 

I leasles 

[ ic.  Polio-myel.  and  Polio,  enceph 
kC.  Infant,  eneeph. 

> ^ancer,  b.  cav.  Oesoph.  (M) 

Uterus  (F) 

I dancer,  Stomach  and  Duodenum 
I dancer  of  Breast 
1 lancer  of  all  other  Sites 
I )iabetes  ... 

ntra.  Cran.  \'asc.  Lesions 
I leart  Disease 

r )ther  Di.sea.scs  C«irc.  System 
I bronchitis  ... 

’neumonia 

)ther  Respiratory  Diseases 
Jlcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum 
)iarrhoea,  under  2 years 
vppendicitis 

)ther  Digestive  Diseases 
Nephritis  ... 

’uerperal  and  Post  Abort.  Sepsis 
)ther  Maternal  Causes 

’remature  Birth 

jOn.  Mai.  Birth  Injuries,  Infant. 
Disea.ses 

'uicide  

<-oad  Traffic  Accidents 
)ther  Violent  Causes  ... 
til  Other  Cau.ses 

Totals:  All  Causes  ... 


Administrative 

Areas 

- 

Totals 

1 

X 

c 

£ 

< 

L. 

23 

1 

j 

i, 

! 

13 

u 

3 

Pi 

Borough 

1 L Bedford 

j Rural  J 

U rban  > 

! L Biggleswade 

! Rural  J 

i 

Dunstable  Borough 

1 

( Kempston  Urban 

Leighton  Buzzard 
Urban 

1 

i 

1 

1 

x: 

i be 

! 3 

i 2 

o 
M 

> Luton 
Rural  J 

Sandy  Urban 

U.D.’s,  1944 

R.D.’s,  1944 



! 

2 

• 

2 

j 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 - - -- 

— 

2 

2 

3 

2 

— 

— 

1 

4 



7 

5 

2 

— 

4 

28 

8 

2 

15 

6 

1 

3 

50 

6 

2 

92 

33 

- — 

2 

4 

3 

— 

4 

2 

— • 

— 

11 

1 

2 

19 

10 

— 

-- 

2 

1 

1 

— 

■ — ■ 

— 

2 

2 

1 

— 

7 

2 

— 

1 

3 



2 

3 

1 

1 

— 

• — 

11 

1 

5 

14 

1 

3 

10 

— ■ 

•3 

16 

8 

4 

3 

5 

2 

3 

22 

6 

1 

53 

20 

2 

6 

15 

10 

2 

9 

5 

2 

1 

35 

5 

5 

67 

30 

— 

3 

13 

11 

3 

3 

2 

1 

1 

28 

3 



48 

20 

4 

22 

65 

21 

13 

18 

16 

6 

8 

93 

18 

8 

213 

79 

— 

2 

6 

2 

— 

3 

2 

— 

1 

8 

2 

2 

19 

9 

8 

31 

76 

39 

3 

25 

18 

3 

15 

103 

21 

11 

237 

116 

7 

59 

140 

71 

15 

62 

44 

18 

14 

215 

51 

12 

465 

243 

— 

9 

35 

19 

1 

11 

5 

2 

7 

36 

7 



86 

46 

8 

7 

22 

18 

1 

13 

5 

2 

8 

51 

9 

1 

93 

47 

2 

5 

19 

6 

4 

10 

10 

3 

4 

46 

6 

4 

92 

27 

— 

1 

7 

5 

4 

— 

6 

— 

3 

8 

1 : 

1 

29 

7 

— 

3 

10 

3 

— 

2 

1 

1 

2 

10 

2 i 



24 

10 

I 

2 

1 

— 

3 

■ — • 

2 

1 

13 

2 . 

1 

19 

7 

1 

7 

1 

2 

1 

3 

1 

— 

7 

2 1 

- 

20 

5 

2 

5 

10 

9 

— 

7 

6 

2 

4 

25 

8 1 

- 

49 

29 

1 

7 

10 

1 

3 

4 

6 

5 

1 

6 

22 

6 

— 

49 

1 

22 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 



1 

— 

1 

3 

1 ' 

7 

1 

1 

2 

8 

4 

* 3 

4 

2 

1 

2 

12 

O 

O 

2 

31  i 

13 

1 

1 

4 

11 

6 

3 

5 

7 

3 

2 

29 

7 ; 

.56 

22 

— 

3 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

14 

1 i 



22  1 

4 

1 

3 

2 

4 

2 

6 

2 

1 

1 

14 

1 



23  1 

14 

1 

1 

7 

1 1 

1 

5 

*1 

2 1 

. 

40 

7 

1 

52  ' 

29 

1 

2b 

70 

49 

8 

26 

29 

14 

14 

125 

22 

12 

273  1 

123 

33 

1 

215 

597 

320 

78 

246 

' 

185  ‘ 

69 

106 

1040 

204  i 

66 

2174 

i 

1 

985 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Notifications  of  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  received  during  the  year  1944, 
under  Article  14  (2)  of  the  Sanitary  Officers  Order,  1926. 


Administrative  Are.\s 


1944 

a 

S 

c 

\ Bedford 

Biggleswade 

Si 

bo 

3 

O 

u. 

o 

M 

' 1 

C 

u 

1 

"CJ 

u 

N 

N 

= c 

3 

O 

3 

s 

Urban 

Rural 

Borough 

u 

a 

ai 

Urban 

Rural  J 

3 

iS 

tn 

C 

3 

Q 

c 

o 

« 

VI 

D. 

e 

c-S 

Borough 

Rural 

u 

D 

"O 

s 

TOTALS 

Smallpox 

1 

1 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

9 

31 

106 

54 

2 

30 

39 

12 

4 

227 

29 

536 

Diphtheria  including  Mcni- 
branons  Croup 

— 

16 

6 

6 

2 

6 

2 

3 

2 

9 

3 

1 

49 

Enteric  Fever  ('Fyphoid  and 
Paratyphoid) 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Pneumonia 

— . 

12 

57 

42 

— 

6* 

2 

1 

12 

32 

8 

— 

172 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever  ... 

— 

— 

2 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

1 

5 

1 

— 

12 

Acute  Polio-Myelitis  ... 



1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

- 

4 

Acute  Polio-Encephalitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Encephalitis  I.ethargica 

2 



— 

• — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Dysenteiy 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

28 

1 

33 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

— 

2 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 



2 

— 

— 

6 

Erysipelas 

1 

8 

23 

7 

4 

1 

— 

1 

24 

4 

2 

75 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

2 

16 

— 

4 

1 

1 

1 

23 

— 

48 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

13 

140 

131 

8 

12 

29 

5 

52 

207 

29 

— 

626 

Measles 

1 

31 

10 

26 

2 

7 

15 

— 

86 

56 

8 

— 

242 

Pemphigus  Neonatorum 

Malaria 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

•) 

Jaundice 

% 

— 

— 

52 

— 

— 

19 

8 

— 

48 

4 

— 

131 

Fotaus 

116 

419 

266 

19 

88 

100 

23 

159 

658 

87 

4> 

1942 
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INFLUENZA. 

1 he  number  of  deaths  attributed  to  influenza  during  the 
year  was  24  as  compared  with  65  in  the  previous  year,  when  an 
epidemic  was  experienced. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

There  were  154  deaths  registered  from  this  cause  in  Bedford- 
shire in  1944,  being  4.9  per  cent  of  the  total  number  of  deaths 
from  all  causes,  as  compared  with  167  (5.3  per  cent)  in  1943. 

The  following  table  shows  the  death-rates  from  pulmonary 
tuberculosis  per  thousand  population  for  the  County  and  the 
Urban  and  Rural  Districts: — 


Districts 

Death  Rate  from  Pulmonary 
'I’uberculosis  per  1000  population 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

Urban  Districts 

0.52 

. 0.54 

0.46 

0.57 

0.46 

Rural  Districts 

0.27 

0.34 

0.23 

0.32 

0.39 

Whole  County 

0.44 

0.48 

0.39 

0.49 

0.44 

The  death-rate  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  for  England  and 
Wales  in  1944  was  0.52  per  thousand  of  the  population. 

The  County  death-rate  from  tuberculosis  (all  forms)  per 
thousand  of  the  population  was  0.54,  that  for  the  combined  Urban 
Districts  being  0.56,  and  that  for  the  combined  Rural  Districts 
being  0.50.  The  death-rate  for  the  Country  as  a whole  during 
1944  was  0.63. 

The  following  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  were  notified,  in 
accordance  with  the  Public  Health  (Tuberculosis)  Regulations, 
1930,  during  1944: — 


Pulmonary  : 

Males 

Females 

...  158 
...  124 

Non-Pulmonary  : 

Males 

Females 

...  33 

...  31 

64 

346 

I’he  total  number  of  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  notified 
in  1944  was  26  more  than  the  number  notified  during  the  previous 
year,  whilst  the  non-pulmonary  cases  showed  a decrease  of  4. 

66  other  cases  (35  males  and  31  females)  came  to  the  notice 
of  your  Medical  Officer  other  than  by  notification  as  required  by 
the  Regulations,  e.g.^  Death  Returns,  Inward  Transfers,  etc. 
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Dispensaries. 

For  Dispensary  purposes,  the  County  is  divided  into  three 
areas,  namely,  Bedford,  Luton  and  Biggleswade. 

The  Dispensaries  are  open  on  the  following  days  in  each 
week  and  between  the  times  stated: — 


Dispensary  at 

Day 

Time 

Dents  Road,  Bedford 

St.  Andrew’s  Rooms,  Biggleswade.. 

17,  Church  Street,  Luton  ... 

Wednesday 

Wednesday 

Tuesday  (Children)  ... 

„ (Men) 

Thursday  (Women)  ... 

2 — 4 p.m. 

1 1 a.m. — 1 p.m. 

12—1  p.m. 

2 — 4 p.m. 

2 — 4 p.m. 

The  number  of  cases  remaining  on  the  Registers  of  the  three 
Dispensaries  at  the  end  of  the  year  1944  is  set  out  below: — 


' 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmona 

RY 

Total 

Men 

Women 

Children 

Men 

Women 

Children 

1944  ... 

699 

530 

211 

123 

115 

175 

1853 

The  number  of  attendances  at  the  Dispensaries  during  1944 
(including  contacts)  was  3,398,  and  2,0G9  visits  were  paid  to  the 
homes  of  patients  by  the  Tuberculosis  Nurse  and  the  Council’s 
Health  Visitors. 

All  cases  on  the  Dispensary  Register  are  visited  from  time  to 
time  by  the  Council’s  Health  Visitors,  and  visits  and  examinations 
are  made  by  the  Tuberculosis  Officers  as  and  when  required. 

877  specimens  of  sputum,  etc.,  were  examined  during  the 
year  (positive  for  tubercle  bacilli,  lo5 — negative,  712). 

By  an  arrangement  with  Dr.  H.  B.  Padwick  and  the  Luton 
and  Dunstable  Hospital,  Luton,  X-Ray  examinations  in  connection 
with  the  Council’s  Tuberculosis  Scheme  are  made  at  this  Hospital 
and  at  the  residence  of  Dr.  Padwick,  in  Bedford.  During  1944, 
1,407  such  examinations  were  made. 

Extra  Nourishment. 

As  in  the  past  years,  extra  nourishment  has  been  granted  to 
suitable  cases,  all  applications  being  investigated  by  a special  Sub- 
Committee  appointed  for  this  purpose.  Every  eflbrt  is  made  to  see 
that  the  milk  supplied  is  of  an  approved  quality,  and  wherever 
possible  designated  milk  is  given.  The  cost  of  this  service  during 
the  financial  year  ended  31st  March,  1945,  was  /)l,l(i6  2s.  Od. 
as  compared  with  ;()952  Os.  lid.  in  the  previous  tw'elve  montlis. 
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Allowances  Scheme. 

Under  the  (Joverninent’s  Scheme  for  aifording  financial 
assistance  to  tuberculous  patients  who  are  obliged  to  give  up  their 
work  in  order  to  undertake  treatment,  eighty-nine  new  applications 
for  allou^ances  were  granted  during  the  year.  Full  particulars  of 
the  Scheme  were  included  in  the  Annual  Report  for  19 f3. 


Mogerhanger  Park  Sanatorium. 

Institutional  treatment  for  cases  of  pulmonary  tubercadosis 
is  provided  at  the  Council’s  Sanatorium,  situated  at  Mogerhanger 
Park  and  at  Institutions  in  other  parts  of  the  Country.  Fhe  Sana- 
torium at  Mogerhanger  has  accommodation  for  73  beds;  37 
males,  36  female^.  During  the  year  1944,  105  cases  completed 
treatment  at  the  Sanatorium  and  at  the  end  of  the  year,  42  cases 
were  under  treatment.  The  number  receiving  treatment  in  other 
Institutions  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  47. 

It  is  greatly  to  be  regretted  that  owing  to  the  War  it  has  been 
impossible  to  proceed  with  the  building  of  a new  Sanatorium,  the 
plans  for  which  had  received  the  approval  of  the  Ministry  of  Health. 
In  common  with  other  Institutions  throughout  the  Country  the 
greatest  difficulty  has  been,  and  is  being,  experieneed  both  with 
regard  to  nursing  and  domestic  staff  and  it  is  on  this  account  that 
it  is  not  possible  to  utilise  the  full  complement  of  beds  at  Moger- 
hanger, and  there  is  great  difficulty  in  obtaining  beds  elsewhere. 

The  County  Dentists  continue  to  visit  the  Sanatorium  to 
attend  those  patients  who  are  found  to  be  in  need  of  dental  treat- 
ment. 


Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Sec.  172. 

It  was  not  found  necessary  during  the  year  to  apply  for  any 
Orders  under  Section  172  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  for 
the  compulsory  removal  to  Hospital  of  persons  suffering  from 
tuberculosis. 


Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

Cases  of  tuberculosis  of  the  bones,  joints,  ete.,  in  adults  and 
children  are  dealt  with  by  securing  their  admission  to  Institutions 
recognised  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  for  this  purpose. 

Some  of  these  Institutions  are  at  a considerable  ‘distance 
from  Bedfordshire,  but  in  cases  where  the  patients  are  unable 
to  meet  the  cost  of  travelling,  the  whole  or  part  is  paid  by 
the  County  Council. 

In  cases  where  the  circumstances  of  the  patients  make  it 
impossible  for  them  to  bear  the  eost  of  surgieal  appliances,  the 
necessary  expenditure  is  met  by  the  County  Council. 


14 


VENEREAL  DISEASES. 

The  Clinics  are  open  on  the  following  days  in  each  week  and 
between  the  times  stated: — 


Bedford  County  Hospital. 


Males : 

Mondays  to  Fridays 

(inclusive) 

4 — 8 p.m. 

Females 

: Mondays 

6 p.m. 

Tuesdays 

3 — 5 p.m. 

Wednesdays  ... 

5 — 7 p.m. 

Thursdays 

6 p.m. 

Fridays 

3 — 5 p.m. 

% 

Luton  and 

Dunstable  Hospital. 

Males : 

Mondays 

2 — 8 p.m. 

Tuesdays 

Wednesdays 

Thursdays 

Fridays 

Females:  Mondays 

Tuesdays 
Wednesdays 
Thursdays 
Fridays 


5.30 — 8 p.m. 

2 — 8 p.m. 

9 a.m. — 6.30  p.m. 
9 a.m. — 7.0  p.m. 

9 a.m. — noon 
9 a.m. — 7.0  p.m. 
9 a.m. — 6.30  p.m. 


For  the  purpose  of  comparison,  the  following  tables  are 
inserted,  showing  the  principal  statistics  for  each  area  for  the  last 
five  years: — 


Year 

New  Cases 

Total 
No.  of 
injects. 

Kahn 

Total 

attend- 

ances 

Syphilis 

Soft 

Chancre 

Gonor- 

rhoea 

Non 

V.D. 

Total 

of 

N.A.B., 

etc. 

Tests 

of  all 
Patients 

BED 

1940 

FORD 

14 

58 

37 

109 

784 

114 

2623 

1941 

14 

— 

90 

68 

172 

1278 

147 

4287 

1942 

23 

— 

82 

135 

240 

1434 

511 

5389 

1943 

21 

— 

120 

163 

304 

1485 

536 

5596 

1944 

40 

i 

' ' 

78 

192 

310 

1939 

546 

5358 

LUT 

1940 

ON 

44 

120 

61 

225 

1223 

222 

5301 

1941 

41 

— 

131 

98 

270 

2238 

171 

7114 

1942 

41 

— 

93 

121 

255 

2378 

484 

6625 

1943 

36 

— 

108 

288 

432 

2248 

621 

6180 

1944 

40 

3 

141 

196 

380 

2319 

702 

9067 
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During  the  year  1944,  forty-five  notifications  were  received 
under  Regulation  33B  of  the  Defence  (General)  Regulations  ol 
persons  suspected  to  be  a source  of  infection,  Iwcnly-three  were 
traced  and  examined.  4'he  others  could  not  be  traced  as  insufficient 
details  were  given.  Frecpiently  the  only  information  given  is  the 
^\'oman’s  Christian  name  with  a note  of  the  public  house  Irequented. 
Only  four  cases  were  notified  by  more  than  one  informant.  1 hrec 
cases  were  found  and  examined  and  the  fourth  had  left  home 
without  leaving  her  address. 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

The  population  of  the  area  served  by  the  Council  for  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare  services  is  130,320. 


ANTE -NATAL  CLINICS. 


Clinic 

Day  and  Time 

Total 

number  of 
attendances 
(1944) 

Total 

number  of 
Women 
attending 
(1944) 

Number  of 
Sessions 
held 
(1944) 

Biggleswade 

Tuesday 

St.  Andrew’s 

(Fortnightly) 

10.30 

782 

205 

26 

Rooms 

Dunstable 

Thursday 

Health  Centre, 

(Fortnightly) 

10.30 

1047 

196 

52 

Kingsway 

and 

2.30 

Houghton  Regis 

Wednesday 

Baptist 

(Monthly) 

10.30 

183 

68 

13 

Schoolroom 

Kempston 

Wednesday 

Foster  Road 

(Fortnightly) 

10.30 

639 

182 

26 

Leighton  Buzzard 

Friday 

1 Grovebury 

(Fortnightly) 

10.30 

481 

157 

26 

Road 

Shefford 

Wednesday 

Council  Schools, 

(Fortnightly) 

10.30 

214 

80 

25 

Ampthill  Road 

Shillington 

Thursday 

Congregational 

(Fortnightly) 

10.30 

72 

23 

26 

School 

Stotfold 

Monday 

Unionist 

(Fortnightly) 

10.30 

282 

83 

23 

Club 

- 

SUNDON 

Wednesday 

Skefko  Sports 

(Fortnightly) 

10.30 

192 

56 

23 

Pavilion 

3892 

1050 

240 

In  addition  to  the  above  Clinics,  an  Ante-Natal  Clinic  is 
provided  at  the  Bedford  County  Hospital’s  Maternity  Department 
which  is  available  for  the  use  of  women  living  in  the  County  Area. 
The  Clinic  is  held  on  Tuesday  afternoons  at  2 o’clock. 


The  following  table  gives  details  of  attendances,  etc.,  at  each  Infant  Welfare  Centre  in  the  County 

during  the  year  1944. 
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♦First  Session,  27.6.44.  fFirst  Session,  3.4.44. 

+ First  Session  13.1.44.  §The  Council’s  Medical  Officers  do  not  attend  at  these  Centres. 
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HEALTH  VISITING. 


I he  following  table  gives  particulars  of  the  visits  paid  by 
the  Council’s  twelve  Health  Visitors  during  the  last  two  years: — ■ 


Visits  to  Expectant  Mothers 
Primary  visits  to  infants  under  one  year 
Revisits  to  infants  under  one  year 
\dsits  to  children  between  one  and  five 
years 

Special  visits  to  “ orthopaedic  ” cases 
under  hve  years  of  age 


1943 

1944 

773 

1,004 

2,256 

2,673 

9,501 

13,143 

18,449 

16,560 

9 

5 

30,988 

33,385 

DISTRIBUTION  OF  FRUIT  JUICES  AND  COD  LIVER  OIL. 

The  arrangements  whereby  expectant  mothers  and  mothers 
with  children  under  five  may  obtain  supplies  of  vitamins,  under 
the  Ministry  of  Food  Scheme,  at  Infant  Welfare  Centres  through- 
out the  County  was  continued  in  1914  without  variation. 
Experience  has  shown  that  they  are  adequate  and  convenient. 

DENTAL  TREATMENT. 

Particulars  of  the  work  performed  by  the  County  Dentists 
in  connection  with  the  Infant  Welfare  Centres  and  Ante-Natal 
Clinics  during  the  year  1944  are  given  below: — 


Clinic 

Extractions 

Fill- 

ings 

Other  Operations 

No.  of 
Cases 
Treated 

Anaes 

Local 

the  tic 
Gas 

Total 

Dress- 

ings 

Scal- 

ings 

Miscel- 

laneous 

Total 

Dunstable 

Mothers 

1 

147 

148 

27 

1 

2 

5 

8 

76 

Infants 

— 

97 

97 

10 

1 

— 

3 

4 

57 

Leighton 

Mothers 



118 

118 

10 

— 

. 

47 

Buzzard 

Infants 

— 

6 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Sundon 

Mothers 



93 

93 

12 

_ 

_ 

1 

1 

43 

Infants 

— 

37 

37 

5 

2 

— 

1 

3 

30 

Totals 

... 

1 

498 

499 

64 

4 

2 

10 

16 

256 

Artificial  Dentures  have  also  been  supplied  under  the  Council’s 
scheme  to  96  other  patients  by  private  dental  practitioners. 


18 


INSTITUTIONAL  PROVISIONS. 

During  the  year  under  review  133  cases  were  admitted  to 
the  Maternity  Department  of  the  Bedford  County  Hospital  in 
accordance  with  the  arrangement  made  by  the  County  Council 
with  that  Institution. 

Under  arrangements  made  by  the  County  Council  with  the 
Luton  Corporation  202  cases  were  admitted  to  the  Luton  Maternity 
Hospital  during  the  year. 

The  Bedford  and  County  Girls’  Home  provides  accommoda- 
tion for  16  mothers  and  their  infants.  During  the  year 
under  review  57  cases  were  admitted.  This  Institution  is  main- 
tained by  the  St.  Albans’  Diocesan  Girls’  Aid  Association  to 
which  the  County  Council  contributes  an  annual  sum  of 
/^345  16s.  7d.  An  annual  grant  is  also  made  by  the  Bedford 

Town  Council. 


The  number  of  maternity  cases  admitted  to  the  Council’s 
Institutions  during  the  last  five  years  is  shown  in  the  following 
table: — 


Institution 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

Bedford  (St.  Peter’s  Hospital)  ... 

270 

355 

452 

503 

554 

Luton  (St.  Mary’s  Hospital) 

23 

47 

59 

113 

201 

Battlesden  House  (Emergency) 
Maternity  Home 

80 

222 

57* 

20 

Biggleswade  (St.  Andrew’s  Hos- 
pital) 

— 

— • 

— 

81 

271 

The  Emergency  Maternity  Home  at  Battlesden  was  closed  on 
3rd  June,  1942  and  retained  on  a care  and  maintenance  basis. 
In  consequence  of  renewed  enemy  activity  in  the  London  area  it 
was  re-opened  for  a short  time  in  1944. 

THE  ADMINISTRATION  OF  THE  MIDWIVES  ACTS. 

The  number  of  midwives  who  notified  their  intention  to 
practise  midwifery  within  the  Administrative  area  of  the  County 
during  1944  was  74. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  notifications 
received  from  Midwives  during  the  past  five  years: — 


1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

Of  intention  to  practise 

99 

91 

86 

76 

74 

Of  sending  for  medical  help 

Of  still-births  occurring  in  their 

343 

339 

273 

242 

218 

practice  

Of  deaths  occurring  in  their 
practice : — 

21 

16 

9 

19 

12 

Mothers 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Infants 

12 

5 

2 

2 

1 

Of  laying  out  the  dead 

Of  liability  to  be  a source  of 

21 

7 

24 

9 

15 

infection 

11 

9 

20 

16 

8 

Totals 

508 

467 

414 

364 

330 
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Puerperal  Pyrexia. — I'hree  cases  were  notified  by  Midwives  during 

1 944. 

Ophthalmia. — louring  1944,  8 cases  were  reported. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. — three  cases  occurred  in  inidwives 
practices  during  1944.  In  each  case  as  the  result  of  treatment 
the  vision  was  unimpaired. 


Inspection  of  Midwives. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  visits  paid  by  the 
County  Council  Inspectors  of  Midwives  during  1944,  as  compared 
with  the  previous  four  years: — 


1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

Routine  visits  of  inspection 

252 

176 

167. 

185 

147 

Visits  paid  but  midwives 

not  at  home 

44 

15 

62 

55 

50 

Special  enquiry  visits  aris- 

ing  from  notifications  ... 

421 

291 

311 

290 

224 

Other  visits  and  enquiries.. 

159 

105 

83 

51 

34 

Totals 

876 

587 

■ 623 

581 

465 

Statistics  with  regard  to  the  number  of  Midwives  practising 
in  the  County  Area  and  the  number  of  cases  attended  are  given 
below : — • 


No.  of  Midwives 
practising  at  end 
of  1944 

No.  of  Cases  attended  during  1944 

Domiciliary 

Cases 

Cases  in 
Institutions 

Totals 

(rt)  Employed  by  the  Council: 
As  Midwives 

21 

954 

954 

As  Maternity  Nurses  ... 

— 

■ — 

68 

68 

[b)  Employed  by  Voluntary 
Associations  : 

As  Alidwives 

53 

649 

— 

649 

As  Maternity  Nurses  ... 

— 

535 

— 

535 

(c)  In  private  practice: 
As  Midwives 

14 

51 

14 

65 

As  Maternity  Nurses  ... 

— 

67 

82 

149 

'I’otals  As  Midwives 

88 

700 

968 

1668 

As  Maternity  Nurses 

■ 

602 

150 

752 

During  the  year  187  claims  under  Section  9 of  the  Midwives 
Act,  1936,  were  received  from  doctors,  amounting  to  ;^392  8s.  3d. 
The  sum  of 140  8s.  6d.  was  recovered  from  patients  during  the 
year. 
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NURSING  HOMES. 

On  31st  December,  1944,  the  number  of  premises  registered 
in  the  Council’s  area  was  five  (as  Maternity  Homes  four,  as  a 
Nursing  Home  one),  providing  a total  accommodation  of  9 beds 
for  maternity  cases  and  24  for  surgical  and  medical  cases. 


INFANT  LIFE  PROTECTION. 

During  the  year  1944,  242  visits  (34  of  which  were  primary 
visits)  were  made  to  children  under  the  age  of  nine  who  are  being 
maintained  for  reward  apart  from  their  parents  or  relatives. 


WAR-TIME  DAY  NURSERIES 

The  average  daily  attendances  at  the  six  County  Council 
Day  Nurseries  during  the  1944  are  recorded  below: — 

Biggleswade  (accommodation  for  50  children)  ...  25 

Dunstable — 

West  Street  (accommodation  for  40  children)  25 

Luton  Road  (accommodation  for  80  children)  35 

Douglas  Crescent  (accommodation  for  40 

children)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 

Leighton  Buzzard  (accommodation  for  50  children)  38 

Toddington  (accommodation  for  20  children)  ...  11 

In  addition.  The  Queen’s  Park  Day  Nursery,  evacuated  from 
Paddington,  remained  at  Bromhall  Hall  and  a Nursery  Party  at 
Ickwell  Bury. 


21 


SICK  BAYS. 

1 he  Sick  Bay  which  the  County  Council  had  estal^lished  at 
Clophill  Rectory  during  the  War  for  the  treatment  of  evacuated 
children  suffering  from  minor  illnesses  was  closed  on  the  a 1 st 
December,  1944.  During  the  year  53  patients  received  treatment. 


AMBULANCE  SERVICE 


At  the  time  of  writing  this  Report,  a scheme  for  the  provision 
of  Ambulance  Services  in  the  County  is  under  consideration. 
As  a ready  means  of  reference  the  following  particulars  are  inserted 
of  the  arrangements  at  present  in  force  : — 

Area  Served.  Ambulance  Station. 


Luton  Borough  ...  ...  Police  Headquarters,  Dunstable 

Place,  Luton.  Phone:  Luton  2222. 


Bedford  Borough  and  sur-  Newnham  Ambulance  Depot,  Bed- 
rounding Districts  ...  ford.  Phone:  Bedford  4875. 

Dunstable  and  District  ...  Home  Service  Ambulance  (St. 

John  and  B.R.C.S.),  Scott  and  Sons 
Cxarage,  High  Street  South,  Dun- 
stable. Phone:  Dunstable  759 

(Day);  Dunstable  62  (Night). 

Ambulance  Depot,  Park  Farm, 
Dunstable.  Phone:  Dunstable  761 . 


Biggleswade  and  District 


Arnpthill  and  District 


Leighton  Buzzard  and  District 


Stratton  House,  Biggleswade. 
Phone:  Biggleswade  2295. 

Ambulance  Depot,  Claridges  Lane, 
Arnpthill.  Phone:  Arnpthill  2187. 

St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade,  Buck- 
master  Garages  Ltd.,  16  North 
Street,  Leighton  Buzzard.  Phone: 
Leighton  Buzzard  2143. 


In  addition  to  the  above  an  ambulance  is  provided  by  the 
Public  Assistance  Committee  at  St.  Peter’s  Hospital,  Bedford 
(4’elephone  Bedford  5401)  and  at  St.  Mary’s  Hospital,  Luton 
(Telephone  Luton  2872). 


Cases  of  infectious  disease  are  conveyed  to  Isolation  Hospitals 
in  ambulances  stationed  at  the  various  Isolation  Hospitals  in  the 
County. 


22 


0*i 


o 

HH 

H 

g 

3 

u 

> 

a 

HH 

i-:i 

PQ 

& 

Ph 


23 


It  will  be  observed  from  the  foregoing  table  that  during  the 
twelve  months  ended  31st  December,  1944.  5,963  births  were 
entered  on  the  Births  Lists  received  by  the  Vaccination  Officers, 
which,  together  with  the  number  outstanding  from  the  previous 
year  (4,572),  made  a total  of  10,533. 


Of  this  number,  1,480  were  sucessfully  vaccinated,  and  declara- 
tions of  conscientious  objection  were  made  in  respect  of  3,542 
infants.  Of  the  remainder,  177  died  unvaccinated;  6 were 
found  to  be  insusceptible  of  vaccination;  and  5,330  had  either 
left  the  County  or  were  otherwise  outstanding  at  the  end  of  the 
year. 


In  order  to  obtain  as  accurate  a figure  as  possible  to  represent 
the  percentage  of  children  vaccinated  in  the  County,  the  records 
in  respect  of  the  births  returned  for  the  previous  twelve  months 
have  been  examined.  From  1st  January,  1943,  to  31st  December, 
1943,  5,437  births  were  returned.  By  the  end  of  January,  1945, 
these  births  had  been  accounted  for  as  follows: — 

Successfully  vaccinated 

1347 

Insusceptible  of  vaccination 

17 

Number  in  respect  of  whom  Declarations  of 
conscientious  objection  were  made 

3,385 

Died  unvaccinated 

162 

Vaccination  postponed 

52 

Cases  outstanding 

474 

5,437 


It  will  therefore  be  seen  that  of  the  births  dealt  with,  only 
28.36%  were  vaccinated,  although  a higher  proportion  than  in 
any  previous  year.  With  regard  to  the  remaining  71.64% 
the  parents  declined  to  allow  vaccination  on  the  grounds  of 
conscientious  objection. 


IMMUNISATION  AGAINST  DIPHTHERIA. 

During  1944,  11,535  children  have  been  immunised  against 
diphtheria  in  connection  with  the  Government  Scheme  in 
Bedfordshire. 
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MENTAL  DEFICIENCY. 


82  male  defectives  and  94  female  defectives,  for  whose  main- 
tenance the  Bedfordshire  County  Council  is  responsible,  were 
detained  in  Certified  Institutions  at  31st  December,  1944,  16 

males  and  18  females  being  on  licence  from  such  Institutions. 

Eleven  male  and  18  female  defectives  were  under  Guardianship 
and  1 female  was  on  licence  from  Guardianship. 


BLIND  WELFARE 


The  following  figures  have  been  supplied  by  the  Clerk  of  the 
Council  of  blind  persons  in  the  County. 

On  March  31st,  1944,  there  were  446  registered  blind  persons 
residing  in  the  County. 

During  the  year  62  cases  were  removed  from  the  Register 
and  46  cases  were  added  to  the  Register. 

The  number  of  cases  on  the  Register  on  the  31st  March,  1945, 
was  therefore  430. 

The  ages  and  sexes  of  these  430  blind  persons  are  as  follows : — 


Males 

Females 

0 4 

1 

— 

5—16 

6 

4 

17—21  ... 

. . . — 

1 

22—40  

33 

17 

41—50 

38 

17 

51—65 

51 

54 

66—70  

24 

33 

71  and  over 

51 

100 

Total 

...  204 

226 

The  numbers  were 
North  Beds. 

distributed  as  follows: — 

•••  ••• 

151 

South  Beds 

•••  •••  ••• 

279 
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MILK  AND  DAIRIES— FOOD  AND  DRUGS. 

As  stated  in  previous  Reports,  this  work  is  being  carried  on 
by  temporary  staff  in  the  absence  of  the  County  Sanitary  Inspector 
and  Sampling  Officer  who  is  serving  with  His  Majesty’s  Forces 
abroad. 

On  31st  December,  1944,  31  farms  in  the  County  were  licensed 
to  produce  “Tuberculin  I’ested  ” Milk  and  112  “Accredited” 
Milk. 

Particulars  of  the  results  of  Bacteriological  Examinations  of 
milk  samples  taken  during  1944  are  set  out  below: — 


Milk  produced  by  designated  herds: — 
Satisfactory 
Unsatisfactory  ... 

Total  ...  ...  ... 

Milk  produced  by  other  herds,  viz--, 
Applicants  for  licences,  Suppliers  to 
Schools,  etc. : — 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory  ... 

Total  ...  ...  ... 


1944 

341 

119 

460 


49 

12 

61 


Sampling  under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 

1944 


Milk  :— 

Genuine 

Adulterated 

Total  ... 

Other  Foods  and  Drugs: — 
Genuine 
Adulterated 

Total  ... 


133 

40 


883 


173 


883 
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